Longevity in electron optics- Introduction to the Howie-Colliex-Lichte birthday issue.
In 2019, Howie reaches the age of 85 and Colliex and Lichte, 75. Some moments in their scientific careers are evoked and their contributions to the theory of electron imaging, EELS and STEM and electron holography are recalled. Poetry, photography and music are not forgotten and nor are their families.